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Miss Gay Western Cape set to be bigger and better
MONIQUE DUVAL 

T
he Miss Gay Western Cape

is back after seven years

and is set to be bigger and

better than ever. Contestants

gathered at the Joseph Stone

Auditorium on Sunday July 5, to

launch the pageant. 

Pageant director Mark Do-

nough said he decided to team

up with Gregory Edwards and

Barry Reid to revive the pageant

after he was approached by peo-

ple who wanted to take part in a

gay pageant.

Mr Edwards told the Athlone

News the location was chosen to

“bridge the racial divides in the

gay community”. 

“This was formerly a whites-

only event and was held in Green

Point. But when the organisers

left the country, the pageant was

not held for the past seven

years,” Mr Edwards said. 

Contestant Anushka Parker

from Parow said she was excited

and the pageant gave her the

opportunity “to embrace her

sexuality”. 

Contestant Enigma Von Ham-

burg from Stellenbosch said she

hoped the pageant would help to

“educate communities on the

issues of gay people”. 

“A lot of people are still very

ignorant about gay culture and

still stereotype homosexuals.

Pageants like this are impor-

tant, especially in a country like

South Africa, where some people

are still being killed for their sex-

uality or faith. 

“I am very excited that the

pageant is back and I entered as

I feel I want to empower myself

by embracing my sexuality,” she

said.

Barbie Muitel from Belhar

said she was “in it to win it”. “I

entered to show people that I am

gay and proud of it. Also I want

to show people that you don’t

have to be a full-time drag queen

to be a hot one,” she said

With the theme glitz and

glamour, contestants are set to

dazzle spectators in their

evening gowns.

“There are some great prizes,

which include cash and a round

the Peninsula topless bus trip. 

“The contestants will also get

to model evening gowns de-

signed by some of Cape Town’s

top designers and the twist is

that after the pageant they get to

keep the garments,” Mr Do-

nough said. 

He said 30% of the funds

raised for the pageant will be

donated to several homes for

abused women and children in

Cape Town.

The swimwear category will

take place at the West End on

Sunday September 27, where one

lucky contestant will be crowned

Miss Gay Body Beautiful 2009. 

The pageant takes place at the

Joseph Stone Auditorium on Sat-

urday November 7, at 7.30 pm. 

● For more information call

Mark Donough on 021 425 2312 or

0 8 2 7 2 9 9 5 7 4 o r v i s i t

www.geocities.com or email

missgaysa@ymail.com

■ Co-ordinators of the Miss Gay Western Cape pageant,are, from left, Gregory Edwards,
Mark Donough and Barry Reid.

■ Contestants for the Miss Gay Western Cape 2009 are expected to rock the Joseph
Stone Auditorium on November Saturday November 7.‘PEOPLE STILL STEREOTYPE HOMOSEXUALS

■ Anushka Parker from Parow said she
entered the pageant to “embrace her
sexuality”.


