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Busted
HAZEL ALLIES-HUSSELMAN

A
thlone police have praised
the community’s involve-
ment after they arrested

seven men, confiscated two unli-
censed firearms, and recovered
stolen goods from a house in
Crawford. 

On Friday July 3, at about
7.30am, police received a com-
plaint about a shooting incident
on the corner of Jan Smuts Drive
and Kromboom Road. It has still
not been established who or what
had been shot at, but when police
arrived, there were many bullet
shells scattered across the road.

Athlone SAPS spokesperson
Inspector Ian Bennett said when
the officers arrived, they search-
ed a house nearby which is
“known for illegal activities”.
Although no drugs are being sold
from the property, it is believed
that the house is a venue for drug
use. 

Inspector Bennet said the
house has been raided on previ-
ous occasions, but it was only
during the latest search that
police found evidence to arrest
the men.

“All the occupants of the
house were between the ages of
19 and 21, and known for being
involved with crime. They have
also all been arrested before.
When we searched the house, we
found four young men in the first
room, with two unlicensed pis-
tols and ammunition. In the
other room, three more were
arrested, where suspected stolen
property was found. We are still
awaiting results from ballistic
testing, to determine whether the
pistols found were used in the
shooting,” Inspector Bennet said.

He praised the community’s
involvement.

“The success of this case is
largely attributed to the commu-
nity, who phoned to report the
incident. We wish to encourage
the community to continue to
report any incidents of crime no
matter how small or insignificant
they might think they are. I
would also like to thank the
police officers involved for their
dedication and good response
time, so that these arrests could
be made.”

Athlone Community Police
Forum (CPF) chairperson, Ver-

non Piedt said it has become a
great concern that illegal wea-
pons are so easily available, and
called on harsher laws to be
implemented.

Mr Piedt said he spoke to
some of the seven young men
who were arrested.

“One of them had the audac-
ity to say that they all know jail
and are not scared. We really
need to look at our justice system
if a guy can go in and out of
prison, like someone who goes on
leave and goes back to work
again. All law enforcement agen-
cies need to step up.”

He appealed for more people
to report illegal activities.

“Without the community, the
police are fighting a losing battle.
The residents know who has the
guns and they know where they
are being kept. By reporting inci-
dents, the community is actually
ensuring the safety of their own
families, because if you knew
about illegal weapons and did
nothing, tomorrow your child
may be shot with that same
weapon. So we need to form
stronger partnerships with the
police.”

■ Weekend weather snaps

TEMP 16º
WIND: Westerly 

Hi: 5.19; 17.45
Lo: 11.22; 23.53

TEMP 16º
WIND: Southerly 

Hi: 5.52; 18.19
Lo: 11.54

TEMP 17º
WIND: Northerly 

Hi: 4.47; 17.13
Lo: 10.52; 23.17

Friday Saturday Sunday
INFORMATION: www.weathersa.co.za and www.sanho.co.za

Do you think Sepp

Blatter should ban

the vuvuzela for the

2010 Soccer World

Cup? SMS Yes or No

to 34445.The lines close  at 10pm on Friday

July 10. We will publish the results and send

them to Mr Blatter.

PRETTY, WITTY AND GAY

■ Tiara Sky from Somerset
West and Barbie Muitel from
Belhar will take part in the
Miss Gay Western Cape
pageant, which is set to rock
the Joseph Stone Auditorium
in November.

See page 15
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SEVEN KNOWN CRIMINALS ARRESTED

Raise your voice in
vuvuzela debate
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